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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at the Bell Meadow Pavilion, St Nicholas-at-Wade on  
Tuesday 9th April 2019 at 7.30pm. 

 
Present: Councillors G.Bryant (Chairman), R. Searle (Vice Chairman). L. Ageros, Ms. P. Cheniston,  D. Divers, P. Evans, G. 

North, P.Radclyffe and Ms. S. Smyth. 

Also Present: Councillors D. Crow-Brown, Ms. L Hurst and Roy Wade (Acting Clerk) 

Apologies for absence: Councillor Reece-Pugh, Community Warden T.Gander, PCSO. D Forsyth and Ms. S. Archer (Clerk/RFO). 

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

No declarations of interest were registered. 

PREVIOUS MINUTES 

It was moved by Cllrs. Ms. Cheniston and seconded by P.Radclyffe and 

RESOLVED: That the minutes of the meetings held on 12th and 27th March 2019 be approved and signed by the Chairman. 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

As this is the final meeting of this Parish Council, I thought that I would focus on our achievements over the past three years. I 

believe that, although we have had many internal and external confrontations, we have one of the most dynamic parish councils 

in Kent.  The three lists speak for themselves. 

By now, you will probably know that only six candidates stood for St Nicholas and two for Sarre in the forthcoming local 

elections.  This means that all eight are elected in an uncontested election.  There will be no vote for your Parish Council on May 

2nd. 

I am very disappointed about this for two reasons; 

1)  The Parish Council you get should be the one you deserve.  An unelected Parish Council shows apathy amongst our 

community.  If you want to have a say, you must act appropriately. 

2) An unelected Parish Council cannot be put forward for any awards. This is a shame, given, that I know we could be in the 

running with all that we have done 

There had been a number of complaints regarding the removal of dog bins.  This was aThanet District Council decision and The 

Chairman asked Cllr Derek Crow –Brown to address this later. 

Finally the Chairman reported that Sonia Smyth was not seeking re-election and he thanked her for her hard work and 

commitment to the Parish Council. 

CLERK’S REPORT/CORRESPONDENCE 

The Acting Clerk advised Council that he had no further matters to report upon. 

VILLAGE REPORTS. 

Councillor Radclyffe reported that TDC had sited one new refuse bin but also that one bin had been removed from the 

forecourt. A further bin was needed s the problem of litter had got worse. The “speed signs” in Sarre have been going on 

 

 
 
 



 

 

  
  
  

continuously since December 2016 and this concern has been conveyed to Kent Highways. Cllr. Ms. Smyth reported that Kent 

Highways have been asked to review the need or signs and whether village entrance signs can be installed. Sonia also reported 

upon the continuing drainage problems within the village. 

The Chairman advised Members that expressions of concern had been received from a resident in Canterbury Road concerning 

the state of the road, Kent Highways had been contacted and that he was hopeful that necessary work will be done. 

THANET DISTRICT COUNCIL – COUNCILLORS’ REPORT 

Cllr Crow-Brown reported that (i) he would seeking re-election in the May elections, (ii) his concerns that certain bins had been 

removed without consultation, discussions were to be held with a view to replacing them particularly in the car park. 

Council recorded its appreciation that Derek had attended every meeting of the Council and on his hard work undertaken for the 

residents of the Parish. 

Cllr. Reece Pugh was not present however he had submitted the following report: 
 
Virtual Parking Permits 
After a successful trial, TDC are introducing virtual parking permits for residents which is aimed at tackling nuisance and 
inconsiderate parking by tourists during the summer months.  
 
Local Plan 
The public hearing stage of the draft Local plan has begun and will be taking place at St Augustine’s in Westgate on Sea on 9th-
12th, 16th-18th April.  
 
Litter bins  
TDC have taken the decision to remove litter and dog waste bins from recreational areas across the Villages and replaced them 
with in some cases just one larger bin. The aim of this is to reduce the frequency at which the bins require emptying. I have 
requested that dog waste bins be replaced in Bell Meadow, especially the one originally sited at the beginning of the footpath 
towards Sarre.  
 
Gas works 
I have been notified by SGN that gas works will be commencing in Manor Road and will move to other roads in St Nicholas at 
Wade over the coming weeks until June.  
 
Finally, it has been a pleasure to represent the residents of St Nicholas at Wade and Sarre at Thanet District Council over the 
past 16 months and I would like to thank the Parish Council for all of their hard work and hope that many will be continuing as 
Parish Councillors. I will be standing for re-election and if I am fortunate to be re-elected I hope to continue to represent 
residents to ensure that their voices are heard at TDC.  
 
REPORT OF KENT COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
 
Cllr. Ms L Hurst had no matters for report but reminded Members that she would continue to deal with any matters referred to 

her. 

KCC COMMUNITY WARDEN & PCSO’s REPORT 

PCSO Forsyth was not present at the meeting however a report was submitted as follows: 

Good evening everybody, I hope you are well? 

 I am pleased to say that I have had a scan through Storm – one of our policing systems – and looked at the past month and it 

has confirmed that I do not have very much to report. 

Unfortunately, there are always a few RTC’s and broken down vehicles on the A299.  There is one report of poaching but apart 

from these and obviously issues which cannot be discussed, everything seems to be in order.  I have not had any reports to the 

contrary and if you have concerns please report them through the correct channels. 

 I am sure that there are concerns regarding the lorry park at Manston and potential congestion.  All I can say regarding this is 

that I have been into the airport and had a look and it will be a completely self-contained complex with restaurants and shower 

blocks and lorries will be entering via Spitfire Way and exiting onto Hengeist Way. I have spoken to Highways regarding signage 



 

 

  
  
  

and have been assured that all Brock Manston signs will be clearly displayed to give specific directions to the lorries to prevent 

them entering the villages. 

 If you wish to look up crime in your area please go to Police.co.uk and remember also that my Police surgery is operational on 

the first Wednesday of the month at the Village Hall at 13.30, operational commitments allowing. 

In response to questions raised by Members in respect of the lorry park proposals Ms Hurst accepted that KCC had not 

supported the proposals and that she could not see what the benefits would be and that indeed KCC officers had recommended 

that the proposed arrangements should be opposed. 

PAVILION SUB COMMITTEE 

(i) Security of Building - Cllr North circulated a briefing note and highlighted the recent security issues resulting from 

windows being left open and these concerns had been referred to the hirers/users of the Pavilion. Cllr North suggested 

that additional security bars should be fitted especially as the CCTV coverage did not cover this area. The cost of such 

works would be in the region of £600 and Cllr. North accepted that normally 3 quotations would need to be obtained. 

However it was agreed that in view of the urgency of the situation the quotation from Amazon 

(https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B078THJ35Y/ref=psdc_1939544031_t1_B07BMCP38G) in the sum of £499 be 

accepted. 

On being put to the vote it was RESOLVED by 5 votes for and 4 abstainers to accept the quote from Amazon in the sum 

of £499.00. 

(ii) Provision of Wi-fi – Cllr North also reported that Mr Feekings was investigating the possible provision of wi-fi to the 

Pavilion. He would need to discuss with British Telecom the need to provide a phone line which would cost in the 

region of £130 and he would report to Council in due course. 

The Chairman reminded Members that the Clerk, Ms. Archer was the data officer for the Parish Council. 

CIVIC SPACES COMMITTEE 

Cllr. Searle reported that the Committee had met the night before Council (8th April) and that he had not been able to draft a 

report for Members. 

 

He was still endeavouring to obtain quotations for the works to the sports area and was investigating funding streams to allow 

further facilities to be provided within the area. The Chairman expressed concern that the company being asked to quote for 

these works was the one that The Parish Council had engaged for the play area and we are still awaiting sign-off.  The Chairman 

was also concerned that other Civic Spaces such the cemetery were not being discussed and highlighted the problems at the 

cemetery and the removal of earth.  

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Wendy Wooler asked for advice on whether members of the public were entitled to speak at committee meetings. 

The Acting Clerk advised that it would depend on the committee’s terms of reference but that the chairman and members of a 

committee would be able to agree to a resident speaking if so requested. 

 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 

Council considered the following applications: 

F/TH/19/9289 – Land west of Hazeldene, Ramsgate Road, Sarre – OBJECT as over development of site and concerns at the 

access/egress proposals to Ramsgate Road. 

R/TH/19/0274 – Land west side of Summer Road, No Objection subject to TDC being advised of the Parish Council’s concerns 

over speed and highway issues being noted. 

FH/TH/19/0149 – The Barn, Canterbury Road, Sarre – No Objection. 

F/TH/19/0379 & 0380– Pocock House, Old Road, Sarre – No Objection. 

 

FINANCE 

(i) March Bank Reconciliation – APPROVED 

(ii) Payment of Invoices for April – Schedule of Payments – APPROVED 

http://police.co.uk/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/dp/B078THJ35Y/ref=psdc_1939544031_t1_B07BMCP38G


 

 

  
  
  

(iii) Purchase of Jet Washer – DEFER to next meeting. 

(iv) Purchase of Maintenance Equipment for Operative – DEFER to next meeting. 

(v) Installation of Village Gate in Sarre – Cllr. Smyth asked whether the Parish Council would match fund these works. The 

Chairman expressed the view that an allocation of £3000 should be allocated for this project to accord with the 

provision made for the St Nicholas at Wade gates.  Councillors agreed and there were no dissensions.  

(vi) Maintenance Works at Cemetery Etc. – DEFER to next meeting. 

(vii) Purchase of Replacement Benches – DEFER to next meeting. 

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

RESOLVED: That the constitution and working agreement for Bell Meadow be approved in accordance with the Clerk’s report. 

LATE ITEMS 

(i) Kompan – The Chairman reported that a request for a £10,000 interim payment had been made.  He asked Council to 

decline this and the Clerk explained to the meeting that unless the contract stated interim payments then the supplier 

is not entitled to this payment and the Internal Auditor would not approve it. 

(ii) Health & Safety Matters – Cllr. North will report to the next meeting on this subject. 

Time Concluded: 9.24pm 

 
 


